Paul Gregoire
6126 Studeley Avenue

VA 23508
Ex PARTE OR LATE FILE
May 20, 2003

The Honorable Marlene Dortch. Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

h - ’
445 1_2‘ Street SW hpFEGENAL

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Secretary:

The FCC must NOT turther weaken the rules that help preserve competition and diversity among the
owners of American media.

L am: wiilitig 1o you wday 10 commeni v Dockel No. 62-277, the Bwemnial Review of the FUC's
broadcast media ownership rules. In tts goals to promote competition, diversity and localism in today's
media market, [ strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the current media ownership rules now
in question. These rules serve the public interest by limiting the market power of already huge companies
in the broadcast industry

The FCC is currently considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership rules. Repeal of or further
modification to these rules will likely open the door to more mergers that will continue to reduce
competition and diversity in the media. If the rules are weakened further, one company in a city could
control the most popular newspaper. TV station and possibly the cable system, giving it dominant
influence over the content and slant of news and information. Such a move would reduce the diversity of
cultural and political discussion in this country. Media ownership would be concentrated by corporate
monopolies even further, and the public’s ability to have open, informed discussion with diverse
viewpoints would be compromised.

[ do not believe that the studies commissioned by the FCC accurately demonstrate the negative affects
media deregulation and consolidation have had on media diversity. While there may be indeed be more
sources of media than ever before, the spectrum of views presented have become more limited.

The right to carry on informed debate and discussion of current events is part of the founding philosophy
of our nation. Our forefathers believed that democracy was best served by a diverse marketplace of ideas.
If the FCC allows our media outlets to merge, our ability to have open, informed discusston with a wide
variety of viewpoints will be compromised. The public interest will best be served by preserving media
ownership rules in question in this proceeding.

1 think it is important for the FCC to not only consider the points of view of those with a financial interest
in this issue, but also those with a social or civic interest,

With the serious impact these rule changes will have on our d'embcracy,' it is incumbent on the

Commission to take the time to review these issues more thoroughly and allow the American pedple to
have a meaningful say in the process. Thank you for considering my opinion.
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